
Each year on May 9, Bible 
Societies across the world 
celebrate the United Bible 
Societies Day of Prayer. 
It’s an opportunity to give 
thanks for all that God 
has achieved through this 
global Fellowship since its 
formation on May 9, 1946, 
and to seek his guidance 
on ongoing efforts to 
make the Bible available 
to everyone. This year, 
the prayer focuses on the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The prayer was written by  
United Bible Societies  
Director General Michael Perreau.

Let us pray.
Our loving Father, at the start of this new decade, we come to you full 
of thanks for your many blessings on Bible Society work over more than 
two centuries. Through good times and bad, war and peace, prosperity 
and hardship, joy and sorrow, you have been faithful, guiding our Fellow-
ship of Bible Societies as we work together to make your life-transforming 
Word available and accessible to people around the globe.

Today, as our world faces the unprecedented challenge of the coronavirus 
pandemic, we thank you that we can stand confident in the midst of chaos 
because we have a God whose love is steadfast. 

Sovereign God, we turn to you for wisdom at this time as we seek to  
bring hope to our nations, churches and communities. We ask you to 
anoint the leaders of our Fellowship and of each Bible Society as they dis-
cern the best way to respond to this unfolding crisis and to what might lie 
beyond it. 

We pray for your inspiration as, together, we explore new, creative  
ways to engage people with the Bible. May these efforts bring reassur-
ance and comfort to those who are unwell, heartbroken, afraid, lonely and 
in despair. 

Faithful God, thank you that we can turn to your Word for strength in dif-
ficult times. Please uphold and prosper the ongoing work of Bible transla-
tion, publishing, distribution, engagement and ministry so that everyone 
can access the timeless riches of Scripture.

Lord God, our Provider, we lift to you the many businesses, organisations 
and individuals affected by the global economic downturn brought about 
by the coronavirus. We put our trust in you and pray that this will be a 
truly transformative moment in the world, with an unprecedented out-
pouring of love, generosity and solidarity. We thank you for all those who 
have faithfully supported Bible Society work over the years, and ask you 
to pour out your blessings on them and their families.

Inspired by the words of Psalm 23, we pray: Lord, our Shepherd, in these 
challenging times, help us find rest in the green fields of your love. Re-
fresh us with the living waters of your Word. Stay close as you guide us, 
Lord, so that even when we go through deepest darkness, we will not be 
afraid, because you are with us.  

Amen.
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Loving Father, we are thankful for:

• your blessings on our work over the past two centuries, in  
good times and bad 

• your steadfast love, which gives us confidence in the midst of chaos

• your Word, which gives us strength in difficult times

• generous donors and supporters 

• the availability of the full Bible in 694 languages spoken by  
5.7 billion people 

• the completion over the past five years of Scripture translations in  
270 languages used by 1.7 billion people 

Sovereign God, we pray for: 

• wisdom as we seek to bring hope to our nations, churches  
and communities

• those who are unwell, heartbroken, afraid, lonely and in despair

• inspiration as we explore creative new ways to engage people  
with the Bible 

• the ongoing work to make your Word accessible to everyone 

• an outpouring of love and generosity in response to the pandemic  
and economic downturn 

• refreshment as we rest in your presence 

Thank you for your 
prayers on the UBS Day of 
Prayer and beyond. Let’s 
continue to pray together 
throughout 2020, thanking 
God for his faithfulness 
and trusting him to guide 
and strengthen us in these 
challenging times.

United Bible Societies is a Fellowship of Bible Societies working 
in more than 240 countries and territories to make the Bible 
available to everyone. Bible Societies serve Churches of all 
denominations and are actively involved in Bible translation, 
publishing, distribution, engagement, advocacy and ministry.


